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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
1,0, Martin Luther University (Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: Vietnam War and American Society, 17
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The Vietnam War was and still is a decisive chapter
in U.S. history. It was the longest military conflict, which on top of everything ended in defeat for the
Americans. This war had an enormous impact on various spheres both in private and public life. Above all, it
drastically shaped the relationship between politics and public opinion and raised questions on the role the
media played during the military conflict. The Vietnam War and its perception were unprecedented in their
entire dimension. In general this was due to the climate of social and political change taking place during the
1960’s and, more specifically, because of a totally new institution being embedded in this situation–
television. During this decade television expanded and became the most important source of information for
the people. This medium offered totally new perspectives and dimensions both of war coverage and its
perception, which is clearly expressed in the following statement: “Television brought the brutality of war
into the comfort of the living room”.1 The fact that there was no experience with regard to the mechanisms,
methods and effects of TV war coverage made a rather experimental reporting possible. Both journalists and
politicians were facing a new situation, concerning the intertwining between television, politics and the
Vietnam War issue.

This paper aims at examining this interrelation by analysing the way the Vietnam War was covered by U.S.
television and by looking at the consequences of this coverage. This examination shall provide answers to
questions asking for the impact of television on public opinion, U.S. politics and the course of war. The
focus is put on television, because studies and surveys have shown that more than half of the American
population received their information from television newscasts, which they considered to be more reliable
than the press or other media.2 In addition, there is comprehensive material on television reporting as well as
profound analyses of it, which is a rather pragmatic reason for concentrating on the role of U.S. TV during
the Vietnam War. This paper is concerned with the contents and characteristics of war coverage and the
effect it had on the role of the media during the Vietnam War. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Carroll Torres:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Vietnam War coverage on U.S. television newscasts, you are able to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Michelle Carlson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Vietnam War coverage on U.S. television newscasts can be
fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Bertha Montes:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Vietnam War coverage on U.S. television newscasts it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high
quality.

Mae Bushee:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Vietnam War coverage on U.S.
television newscasts to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book
and learn it. Beside that the e-book Vietnam War coverage on U.S. television newscasts can to be your



brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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