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As the incomes of affluent and poor families have diverged over the past three decades, so too has the
educational performance of their children. But how exactly do the forces of rising inequality affect the
educational attainment and life chances of low-income children? In Whither Opportunity? a distinguished
team of economists, sociologists, and experts in social and education policy examines the corrosive effects of
unequal family resources, disadvantaged neighborhoods, insecure labor markets, and worsening school
conditions on K-12 education. This groundbreaking book illuminates the ways rising inequality is
undermining one of the most important goals of public education—the ability of schools to provide children
with an equal chance at academic and economic success.

The most ambitious study of educational inequality to date, Whither Opportunity? analyzes how social and
economic conditions surrounding schools affect school performance and children’s educational achievement.
The book shows that from earliest childhood, parental investments in children’s learning affect reading,
math, and other attainments later in life. Contributor Meredith Phillip finds that between birth and age six,
wealthier children will have spent as many as 1,300 more hours than poor children on child enrichment
activities such as music lessons, travel, and summer camp. Greg Duncan, George Farkas, and Katherine
Magnuson demonstrate that a child from a poor family is two to four times as likely as a child from an
affluent family to have classmates with low skills and behavior problems – attributes which have a negative
effect on the learning of their fellow students. As a result of such disparities, contributor Sean Reardon finds
that the gap between rich and poor children’s math and reading achievement scores is now much larger than
it was fifty years ago. And such income-based gaps persist across the school years, as Martha Bailey and Sue
Dynarski document in their chapter on the growing income-based gap in college completion.

Whither Opportunity? also reveals the profound impact of environmental factors on children’s educational
progress and schools’ functioning. Elizabeth Ananat, Anna Gassman-Pines, and Christina Gibson-Davis
show that local job losses such as those caused by plant closings can lower the test scores of students with
low socioeconomic status, even students whose parents have not lost their jobs. They find that community-
wide stress is most likely the culprit. Analyzing the math achievement of elementary school children,
Stephen Raudenbush, Marshall Jean, and Emily Art find that students learn less if they attend schools with
high student turnover during the school year – a common occurrence in poor schools. And David Kirk and
Robert Sampson show that teacher commitment, parental involvement, and student achievement in schools
in high-crime neighborhoods all tend to be low.

For generations of Americans, public education provided the springboard to upward mobility. This



pioneering volume casts a stark light on the ways rising inequality may now be compromising schools’
functioning, and with it the promise of equal opportunity in America.
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From reader reviews:

Arturo Hasan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Whither Opportunity?: Rising Inequality, Schools, and
Children's Life Chances (Copublished with the Spencer Foundation). Try to the actual book Whither
Opportunity?: Rising Inequality, Schools, and Children's Life Chances (Copublished with the Spencer
Foundation) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Maria Lacher:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Whither
Opportunity?: Rising Inequality, Schools, and Children's Life Chances (Copublished with the Spencer
Foundation). All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Willie Dominguez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Whither Opportunity?:
Rising Inequality, Schools, and Children's Life Chances (Copublished with the Spencer Foundation) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Matthew Haley:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Whither
Opportunity?: Rising Inequality, Schools, and Children's Life Chances (Copublished with the Spencer
Foundation) suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Whither Opportunity?: Rising Inequality, Schools, and Children's Life Chances (Copublished with
the Spencer Foundation)is one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots
of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know just



before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.
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