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During the mid-1960s, a small group of young journalists made it their mission to write about popular music,
especially rock, as something worthy of serious intellectual scrutiny. Their efforts not only transformed the
perspective on the era’s music but revolutionized how Americans have come to think, talk, and write about
popular music ever since.

In Writing the Record, Devon Powers explores this shift by focusing on The Village Voice, a key publication
in the rise of rock criticism. Revisiting the work of early pop critics such as Richard Goldstein and Robert
Christgau, Powers shows how they stood at the front lines of the mass culture debates, challenging old
assumptions and hierarchies and offering pioneering political and social critiques of the music. Part of a
college-educated generation of journalists, Voice critics explored connections between rock and
contemporary intellectual trends such as postmodernism, identity politics, and critical theory. In so doing,
they became important forerunners of the academic study of popular culture that would emerge during the
1970s.

Drawing on archival materials, interviews, and insights from media and cultural studies, Powers not only
narrates a story that has been long overlooked but also argues that pop music criticism has been an important
channel for the expression of public intellectualism. This is a history that is particularly relevant today, given
the challenges faced by criticism of all stripes in our current media environment. Powers makes the case for
the value of well-informed cultural criticism in an age when it is often suggested that “everyone is a critic.”
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Cunningham:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Writing the Record:
The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism (American Popular Music)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Clara Gay:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Writing the
Record: The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism (American Popular Music). All type of book is it
possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Lamar Santiago:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Writing the Record: The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock
Criticism (American Popular Music) as the daily resource information.

Shannon Thomas:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Writing the
Record: The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism (American Popular Music), you could tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a guide.
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