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The Restoration was a decade of experimentation: from the founding of the Royal Society for investigating
the sciences to the startling role of credit and risk; from the shocking licentiousness of the court to failed
attempts at religious tolerance. Negotiating all these, Charles II, the "slippery sovereign," laid odds and took
chances, dissembling and manipulating his followers. The theaters may have been restored, but the king
himself was the supreme actor. Yet while his grandeur, his court, and his colorful sex life were on display,
his true intentions lay hidden.

Charles II was thirty when he crossed the English Channel in fine May weather in 1660. His Restoration was
greeted with maypoles and bonfires, as spring after the long years of Cromwell's rule. But there was no way
to turn back, no way he could "restore" the old dispensation. Certainty had vanished. The divinity of
kingship had ended with his father's beheading. "Honor" was now a word tossed around in duels.
"Providence" could no longer be trusted. As the country was rocked by plague, fire, and war, people
searched for new ideas by which to live. And exactly ten years after he arrived, Charles would again stand on
the shore at Dover, this time placing the greatest bet of his life in a secret deal with his cousin, Louis XIV of
France.

Jenny Uglow's previous biographies have won the James Tait Black Memorial Prize and International PEN's
Hessell-Tiltman Prize for History. A Gambling Man is Uglow at her best: both a vivid portrait of Charles II
that explores his elusive nature and a spirited evocation of a vibrant, violent, pulsing world on the brink of
modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Flores:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A Gambling Man:
Charles II's Restoration Game. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Eric Graves:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the A Gambling
Man: Charles II's Restoration Game is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Virginia Villalon:

This A Gambling Man: Charles II's Restoration Game usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this A Gambling Man: Charles II's Restoration Game can be on
the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone
with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this A
Gambling Man: Charles II's Restoration Game forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Florence Hall:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Gambling Man: Charles II's
Restoration Game can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?
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