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In Maya Political Science: Time, Astronomy, and the Cosmos, Prudence M. Rice proposed a new model of
Maya political organization in which geopolitical seats of power rotated according to a 256-year calendar
cycle known as the May. This fundamental connection between timekeeping and Maya political organization
sparked Rice's interest in the origins of the two major calendars used by the ancient lowland Maya, one 260
days long, and the other having 365 days. In Maya Calendar Origins, she presents a provocative new thesis
about the origins and development of the calendrical system.

Integrating data from anthropology, archaeology, art history, astronomy, ethnohistory, myth, and linguistics,
Rice argues that the Maya calendars developed about a millennium earlier than commonly thought, around
1200 BC, as an outgrowth of observations of the natural phenomena that scheduled the movements of late
Archaic hunter-gatherer-collectors throughout what became Mesoamerica. She asserts that an understanding
of the cycles of weather and celestial movements became the basis of power for early rulers, who could
thereby claim "control" over supernatural cosmic forces. Rice shows how time became
materialized—transformed into status objects such as monuments that encoded calendrical or temporal
concerns—as well as politicized, becoming the foundation for societal order, political legitimization, and
wealth. Rice's research also sheds new light on the origins of the Popol Vuh, which, Rice believes, encodes
the history of the development of the Mesoamerican calendars. She also explores the connections between
the Maya and early Olmec and Izapan cultures in the Isthmian region, who shared with the Maya the
cosmovision and ideology incorporated into the calendrical systems.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Kamp:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the
Materialization of Time (The William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Culture of the Western
Hemisphere) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.

Irma Chavez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments,
Mythistory, and the Materialization of Time (The William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and
Culture of the Western Hemisphere) can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one
book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the Materialization of Time (The William and Bettye
Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Culture of the Western Hemisphere).

Glenn Stops:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments,
Mythistory, and the Materialization of Time (The William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and
Culture of the Western Hemisphere) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the
Materialization of Time (The William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Culture of the Western
Hemisphere) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.



Cindy Coleman:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Maya Calendar Origins: Monuments, Mythistory, and the Materialization of Time (The
William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Culture of the Western Hemisphere) when you
necessary it?
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