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On April 12, 1862-one year to the day after Confederate guns opened on Fort Sumter and started the Civil
War-a tall, mysterious smuggler and self-appointed Union spy named James J. Andrews and 19 infantry
volunteers infiltrated Georgia and stole a steam engine called the General. Racing northward at speeds near
60 miles an hour, cutting telegraph lines, and destroying track along the way, Andrews planned to open East
Tennessee to the Union army, cutting off men and materiel from the Confederate forces in Virginia. If they
succeeded, Andrews and his raiders could change the course of the war.

But the General's young conductor, William A. Fuller, chased the stolen train - first on foot, then by handcar,
and finally aboard another engine, the Texas. He pursued the General until, running out of wood and water,
Andrews and his men abandoned the doomed locomotive, ending the adventure that would soon be famous
as "The Great Locomotive Chase." But the ordeal of the soldiers involved was just beginning.

In the days that followed, the raiders were hunted down and captured. Eight were tried and executed as spies,
including Andrews. Eight others made a daring escape, including two assisted by a network of slaves and
Union sympathizers. For their actions, before a personal audience with President Abraham Lincoln, six of
the raiders became the first men in American history to be awarded the Medal of Honor-the nation's highest
decoration for gallantry. Americans North and South, both at the time and ever since, have been astounded
and fascinated by this daring raid. But until now, there has not been a complete history of the entire episode
and the fates of all those involved.

Based on eyewitness accounts, as well as correspondence, diaries, military records, newspaper reports,
deposition testimony, and other primary sources, Stealing the General is a blend of meticulous research and
compelling narrative that is destined to become the definitive history of "the boldest adventure of the war".
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

This book untitled Stealing the General: The Great Locomotive Chase and the First Medal of Honor to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your
list.

Bernice Hicks:

The actual book Stealing the General: The Great Locomotive Chase and the First Medal of Honor has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Nadine Taylor:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Stealing the General: The Great
Locomotive Chase and the First Medal of Honor is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Walter Knight:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining, not
only science book but novel and Stealing the General: The Great Locomotive Chase and the First Medal of
Honor or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Stealing the General: The Great Locomotive Chase and the First Medal of Honor to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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