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The book is the most in-depth account of the fossil skull anatomy and evolutionary significance of the 3.6-
3.0 million year old early human species Australopithecus afarensis. Knowledge of this species is pivotal to
understanding early human evolution, because 1) the sample of fossil remains of A. afarensis is among the
most extensive for any early human species, and the majority of remains are of taxonomically inormative
skulls and teeth; 2) the wealth of material makes A. afarensis an indispensable point of reference for the
interpretation of other fossil discoveries; 3) the species occupies a time period that is the focus of current
research to determine when, where, and why the human lineage first diversified into separate
contemporaneous lines of descent. Upon publication of this book, this species will be among the most
thoroughly documented extinct ancestors of humankind. The main focus of the book - its organizing
principle - is the first complete skull of A. afarensis (specimen number A.L. 444-2) at the Hadar site,
Ethiopia, the home of the remarkably complete 3.18 million year old skeleton known as "Lucy," found at
Hadar by third author D. Johanson in 1974. Lucy and other fossils from Hadar, together with those from the
site of Laetoli in Tanzania, were controversially attributed to the then brand new species A. afarensis by
Johanson, T. White and Y. Coppens in 1978. However, a complete skull, which would have quickly resolved
much of the early debate over the species, proved elusive until second author Y. Rak's discovery of the 444
skull in 1992. The book details the comparative anatomy of the new skull (and the cast of its brain, analyzed
by R. Holloway and M. Huan) , as well as of other skull and dental finds recovered during the latest, ongoing
field work at Hadar, and analyzes the evolutionary significance of A. afarensis in the context of other
critically important discoveries of earliest humans made in recent years. In essence, it summarizes the state
of knowledge about one of the central subjects of current paleoanthropological investigation.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Gardner:

Here thing why this specific The Skull of Australopithecus afarensis (Series in Human Evolution) are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content than
it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Skull of Australopithecus afarensis (Series in Human
Evolution) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no guide that similar with The Skull of Australopithecus afarensis (Series in Human Evolution). It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
The Skull of Australopithecus afarensis (Series in Human Evolution) in e-book can be your alternate.

Mary Richie:

Typically the book The Skull of Australopithecus afarensis (Series in Human Evolution) has a lot details on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Ollie Nadeau:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Skull of
Australopithecus afarensis (Series in Human Evolution) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The Skull of
Australopithecus afarensis (Series in Human Evolution) become your own starter.

William Troutt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The Skull
of Australopithecus afarensis (Series in Human Evolution).
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