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Why have states throughout history regularly underestimated dangers to their survival? Why have some
states been able to mobilize their material resources effectively to balance against threats, while others have
not been able to do so? The phenomenon of "underbalancing" is a common but woefully underexamined
behavior in international politics. Underbalancing occurs when states fail to recognize dangerous threats,
choose not to react to them, or respond in paltry and imprudent ways. It is a response that directly contradicts
the core prediction of structural realism's balance-of-power theory--that states motivated to survive as
autonomous entities are coherent actors that, when confronted by dangerous threats, act to restore the
disrupted balance by creating alliances or increasing their military capabilities, or, in some cases, a
combination of both.

Consistent with the new wave of neoclassical realist research, Unanswered Threats offers a theory of
underbalancing based on four domestic-level variables--elite consensus, elite cohesion, social cohesion, and
regime/government vulnerability--that channel, mediate, and redirect policy responses to external pressures
and incentives. The theory yields five causal schemes for underbalancing behavior, which are tested against
the cases of interwar Britain and France, France from 1877 to 1913, and the War of the Triple Alliance
(1864-1870) that pitted tiny Paraguay against Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay.

Randall Schweller concludes that those most likely to underbalance are incoherent, fragmented states whose
elites are constrained by political considerations.
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From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

This book untitled Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the Balance of Power (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in
the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
for you to past this publication from your list.

James Marcus:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the Balance of Power (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics).

Margaret Coleman:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the
Balance of Power (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) was multi-colored and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the Balance of
Power (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.

Amy Smith:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called
of book Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the Balance of Power (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book,
it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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